Dear Parents,


Welcome to Jefferson Elementary School!  My name is Mary O’Keeffe, and this semester I will be a student teacher in Ms. Sudol’s classroom.  I am looking forward to working with your child and your family throughout these next sixteen weeks.  If there is ever anything that I can do to help your child have a fulfilling, successful third grade year, please let me know!


I am currently completing my undergraduate program at Seton Hall University.  Upon graduation in May 2007, I will be able to receive certification for Elementary Education, Special Education, and English.  Due to the nature of the program in which I am enrolled, I have had experience in both mainstream elementary classrooms and in special education settings.  Over the past three years, I have completed extensive coursework in the areas of child assessment, lesson planning, classroom management, instructional methods, and academic content.

Because my content major is English, I have an extensive background in literary studies.  I have also completed several literacy methods courses that have given me many ideas about how I would like to approach Language Arts in the classroom.  I will be helping your child to explore hands-on the writing process throughout the course of the semester; we will be brainstorming, creating story webs, writing drafts, editing, revising, and polishing our writing skills in order to create writing samples that each student can be proud of.  In addition, our classroom will be piloting a new guided reading program this year!  More details regarding the nature of this new program will be sent home next week when our texts arrive.


I am very much looking forward to this semester-long placement in your child’s classroom.  It will be a learning experience for both the students and for me.  I will be happy to address any questions or concerns you or your child might have about me or about what to expect this year.  

Earlier this week a list of supplies was sent home with your third-grader.  Ms. Sudol and I are requesting that all supplies be brought in by this Friday, September 8, in addition to the emergency care and health forms that were sent home on the first day.  This way, students will be able to start off their first full week of school smoothly!

 I am very excited about spending this school year with your child and anticipate a great deal of fun and learning.  Please do not hesitate to contact me at anytime.

Sincerely,

