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Children with cerebral palsy have many special needs that necessitate certain devices in order for their daily lives to proceed smoothly.  These devices, broadly called assistive technology, are essential systems that help children and adults with disabilities to complete tasks independently and effectively.  The simplest of actions, such as communicating and turning objects on and off, can be extremely difficult for some if not assisted by these technology devices.

 
In many cases, children with cerebral palsy need augmentative communication devices.  These devices are “that help individuals communicate more easily and effectively.”  Because communication is so important to all people, it is important that individuals with CP are able to communicate as much as anyone else.  One particular device that will be discussed is an extremely helpful one; called the DeltaTalker, this system allows children to communicate in a much more complex way than other systems permit.  The DeltaTalker can be used by individuals with little to no experience with assistive technology and also by more experienced communicators.  The device itself “resembles a computer keyboard, but instead of writing words and sentences, different pictures and words are put together to make a sentence.”  One version of the DeltaTalker knows more than 4000 words, and allows users to choose from either pictures, words, or letters to create sentences.  


In addition, the DeltaTalker allows the user to choose from ten different voices to synthesize their sentences.  In this way, the user can have a degree of personalization when communicating.  Priced at $4495.00, the DeltaTalker is not inexpensive; however, the user gets many great benefits from the device.  The DeltaTalker allows individuals a unique and expansive opportunity to communicate what they have to say when they otherwise might have a much more difficult time.  Many students with cerebral palsy are nonverbal, and this device allows them to act more as independent individuals to express themselves.  
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A second part of daily life that is particularly difficult for many individuals with cerebral palsy is found everywhere- pushing buttons, flipping switches, turning appliances on and off, all these actions can be particularly difficult.  ECUs, or Environmental & Remote Control Units, are a type of assistive technology that can help individuals with CP to complete these actions. 

A particular type of ECU that can be found very locally, such as hardware stores or other similar stores, is called a Plug 'n Power Units.  These units are “remote controls operated by pushing a small button or series of small buttons.” Because of a lack of advanced fine motor skills, many individuals with cerebral palsy are unable to complete simple tasks that require the operating of switches, like turning on hairdryers, turning on and off the lights in a room, or switching channels on the television and the radio.  With Plug ‘n Power Units, individuals with CP can operate these devices (that would normally require fine motor skills) from the comfort of their chair, wheelchair, bed, or some other seated or reclining position.

Listed online as “inexpensive,” these Plug ‘n Power devices can range in price from a few dollars to around $70.  This price is a small price to pay in return for the independence these devices can give to children and adults with disabilities.  Rather than depending on others who may be more mobile to complete simple, daily tasks, these individuals are able to exercise their own abilities in order to complete the task themselves.  While it might be difficult with a person with limited mobility and limited motor skills to use household devices due to difficult systems of switches and knobs, these Plug ‘n Power units allow the user to manipulate a much more simple button that is easy to press and activate.
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Assistive technology plays a critical role in the lives of many individuals on a daily basis.  When they might not otherwise be able to complete tasks on their own, these technology units, like the DeltaTalker and Plug ‘n Power units, allow them act on their own.  While some devices assist the individual in the essential act of communication, others improve an individuals mobility or access to technology.  Whatever the purpose may be, assistive technology helps persons with disabilities, including those with cerebral palsy, to act far more independently than they might be able to otherwise.
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