Maggie O’Keeffe

Senior Seminar

Philosophy Statement
Teachers have an extremely important role in the lives of the children that they teach, and it is my goal to make each child’s experience a positive one.  In order to do so, there are several key tenets that I think are extremely important.  The first belief I hold dear is that teaching should be a creative, evolving process that allows room for change, elaboration, and exploration.  The second belief I hold is that it is absolutely critical that I be a fair teacher who knows how to divide her time and attention between all her students.  I strive to treat all my students equally, to grade based upon merit, and to not practice favoritism.  The third belief that I feel shapes me as an educator is that teachers should love what they do.  A teacher who does not love teaching will not teach successfully.  A teacher who loves what she does will impart that love of learning and knowledge to her students. 
Teaching is not a stationary, unchanging skill.  I believe that, as a teacher, I must be able to expand my methods and adjust my teaching according to situations that are put before me.  I will not teach in a wrote method that does not allow for any creative input from my class.  The use of differentiated instruction is absolutely key.  In my first teaching placement, my cooperating teacher taught only from the book and left little room for change, exploration, or expansion of knowledge beyond that which the curriculum dictated.  When I received opportunities to teach the students on my own, I was eager to have the students work in new and exciting ways to which they were not previously exposed.  I had students work in groups, and I had them demonstrate their understanding via oral presentations and illustrations.  I did not solely lecture, but, rather, allowed the students to use different methods to come to their own conclusions.  The students embraced the change and greeted the new challenge with enthusiasm that I had rarely seen in that classroom.  Their reactions and subsequent learning reaffirmed my belief that if given the chance to work in new and varied ways, children thrive and learn.


Children also learn better in an environment that they feel is fair.  As a teacher, I feel that it is important for me to establish with my students a set of rules that are fair and practical that I will apply in a just and equal manner.  In my current student teaching placement, I often find it difficult to remain impartial to students when correcting or praising behavior.  Some students are able to achieve on a much more frequent basis than others, but my goal is to disregard personal biases or preferences when grading, rewarding, or disciplining the class.  One child with  particularly notable behavior problems approached me, complaining that another child had struck him for no reason.  Rather than instantly dismissing his claim, I decided to speak with both children.  Eventually, I realized that the “trouble” child had, in fact, been wronged, and I was able to address the issue with this knowledge.  Had I merely dismissed the boy’s claim based upon how I felt about his prior behavior, I would not have done my job as a teacher.

I believe that a love of teaching is absolutely necessary for a teacher to possess.  If a teacher does not love what she does, the children realize and thus enjoy learning less and less.   At a placement in a school for special needs students, I noticed that several teachers in the building did not seem enthused to be there, teaching the students they were teaching.  As a result, I tried especially hard to always greet all students in the hall and in my classroom.  I spoke with a smile in my voice and used my genuine enthusiasm to bring light to the our dark basement room.  I noticed, throughout the semester, that my students began to smile more themselves, and were eager to learn whenever I had an opportunity to teach.  Because I had approached them with a positive attitude and a real love of teaching, they had responded, in turn, with a demonstration of love of learning.

I want to be a teacher so that I can leave a good, lasting impression on my students and allow them to learn in a classroom where they know that they will be respected and where learning will be fun, interesting, and challenging.  I want to teach because it is rewarding and gratifying for both students and the teacher when positive learning occurs.  I would like to show my students that school is not something to dread but rather, look forward to each morning.  I hope that I will be able to teach in a manner that will achieve this effect.  I believe that if I hold fast to these aforementioned beliefs, this will be possible.
